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St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois 
October 25, 2009 Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Humankind fully alive, is God truly glorified. 
St. Irenaeus 

Witnesses of Faith 
Sponsored by St. Irenaeus Adult Faith Formation Committee 

 

Each month come and learn about the life and spirituality of some of the heroes  
of our Catholic Faith 

 

St. Irenaeus Catholic Church 
Religious Education Center        Room 8        7:00-8:30 pm 

 

Therese of Lisieux 
Monday October 26, 2009 

Sister Lorraine Therese DeFebbo, OSF 
 

Dorothy Day 
Monday November 16, 2009 

Fr. Terry Johnson 
 

Archbishop Oscar Romero  
Monday March 15, 2010 

Fr. Terry Johnson 
 

Thomas Merton 
Monday April 19, 2010 
Mr. George Stapleton 

 

Each Presentation will conclude with refreshments and fellowship. 
A free will offering will be taken to help offset the stipends for the speakers. 

RSVP to Terri Cardin at St Irenaeus Parish Office by the Wednesday prior to the session you will be attending, 
or if you need a ride 708.748.6891 

 

 
 

In the lives of those who, sharing in our humanity, are however more perfectly transformed into  
the image of Christ, God vividly manifests His presence and His face to all people.  He speaks to  
us in them, and gives us a sign of His Kingdom to which we are strongly drawn, having so great  

                a cloud of witnesses over us and such a witness to the truth of the Gospel. 
              Lumen Gentium 



The Administrators Ramblings 
 
We worship together as the people of God so that we might give thanks and praise to the God who created us 
and sustains us as we journey in faith in the world.  This journey takes us many places and with many twists 
and turns but ultimately leads us to God’s love as we experience it through those around us. 
.   

As we gather together for liturgy each week we are brought into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ 
through the Eucharist.  And we do this primarily as the assembly gathered in prayer.  We also do this as we 
process forward to receive and become the Body of Christ.  For as St. Augustine says “we become what we 
eat, the body of Christ in the world.”    Some times this is done with ease and sometimes it is done with some 
awkwardness.   
 
It seems that the way in which the cantor and some musicians have been offered communion has been a bit 
confusing and cumbersome.  Much of that confusion has been because of a lack of communication on the 
part of those charged with that responsibility-ME!   
  
So this weekend we will begin a new procedure.  It will be as follows.  The cantor and other musicians  will 
receive communion from the same place as the rest of the assembly. As the communion ministers receive 
communion, Mr. Robert  Neal, our Director of Music will play instrumentally the communion song while the 
cantor and other musicians receive communion.  After they have received communion the communion song 
will begin.  This adjustment is being made to help lessen the confusion and awkwardness that seemed to ex-
ist.  While liturgy can be a bit messy at times, hopefully this will make it “less messy”.  Liturgy is the work 
of the people and is always influenced by our humanness, but in the end God is still praised and we are still 
fed as we partake in a most amazing and generous gift -the body and blood of His Son! 
 
Don’t forget the Spaghetti Dinner today and Witnesses of Faith on Monday October 26 from 7-8:30pm in the 
Religious Education Center.  Many blessings to all!  
  
Fr Terry 

ST. IRENAEUS 29TH ANNUAL SPAGHETTI DINNER 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25TH, 2009 
SERVING 2:00 PM TO 6:00 PM 

 

Buy your tickets after Mass 
And at the rectory & R.E. Center 

Adults-$8.00 Children under 12-$3.00 
 

Menu 
ALL YOU CAN EAT! 

Spaghetti & Meatballs 
Our Own Special Sauce 

Bread & Butter 
Cole Slaw & Dessert Table 

 

Drinks available: Beer, Pop & Wine 



1st Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-9. 
 "They departed in tears, but I will console them 
and guide them; I will lead them to brooks of water, 
on a level road, so that none shall stumble." 
Jeremiah prophesied first to the Northern Kingdom. 
Later, after they had been defeated and deported by 
the Assyrians, he used their experiences to warn the 
Southern Kingdom that they faced the same fate 
unless they reformed their ways. Here he tells the 
people of the North to "Shout with joy!" The Lord 
is going to deliver His people. He will gather all of 
them from the ends of the earth; the "blind and the 
lame......the mothers and those with child." When 
the Southern Kingdom fell to the Babylonians, 
Jeremiah expanded his prophecy of redemption to 
include them. 
 
Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6. 
 "The Lord has done great things for us; we are 
filled with joy." The Psalmist sings for joy at the 
"great things" the Lord has done for His people: 
"Then our mouth was filled with laughter." 
 
2nd Reading: Hebrews 5:1-6. 
 “Even Christ did not glorify Himself with the 
office of high priest; he received it from the One 
who said to Him, ‘You are my son; today I have 
begotten you.’” Paul speaks of Christ’s call to the 
priesthood as coming from God. But, even though 
God called Him as His Son, Christ has, in His 
humanity, the full understanding of the difficulties 
and weaknesses of man. His greatness lies in the 
sacrifice He offers in atonement for our sins. He 
first offers Himself in ministry to try to bring His 
Father’s message of love to His people. Then, when 
the people refused to accept His message, He died 
once for all, for all people, by accepting the agony 
of the Cross in obedience to His Father's will. God 
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desires that all people be saved and He sent His 
only Son to bring His desire to fruition. There is 
not one person in all the world who has ever lived, 
who is living now, or who will live in the future, 
for whom Jesus did not die. 
 
Gospel: Mark 10:46-52. 
 Jesus enters Jericho, just a few miles north of 
Jerusalem. His spiritual journey is almost over. 
The blind beggar, Bartimaeus, recognizes Jesus as 
the Messiah of prophesy from the house of David. 
Though people tried to quiet him, he persisted until 
Jesus called him over. When Jesus asked what he 
wanted, Bartimaeus answered, "Rabboni, I want to 
see." 
 The sons of Zebedee, James and John, in last 
week's reading, had eyes to see Jesus physically, 
but not to see the spirituality of His message. 
Bartimaeus, who cannot see Jesus physically, has 
the faith to see Him spiritually. Perhaps, in this 
regard, his blindness was an asset. Jesus replied, 
"Be on your way! Your faith has healed you." 
 Oftimes, the loss of one of our senses, while 
keenly felt, finds compensation in the greater 
sensitivity of those senses remaining. Sometimes, 
though, our senses betray us. They make us aware 
of all that surrounds us and the messages they pick 
up can be distracting. Jesus went into the desert to 
shut out the world and concentrate on who He was 
and what His role was to be, but the devil was 
there trying to distract Him from His mission. If 
we, like Bartimaeus, could shut out the physical 
world around us and concentrate on seeing the 
spirituality of Jesus, we could more effectively 
discern our inner selves and determine the path we 
should follow in our lives. We could have the faith 
to move mountains! 

Proclaimers of 
The Word  
 
You are invited to 
the Annual 
Meeting of 
Lectors at St. 
Michael's Church 
in Orland Park on 
November 9 at 7 
pm. This is an 
opportunity to 
pray with other 
proclaimers of the 
word, discuss 
issues common to 
lectors, and listen 
to a presentation 
on the spirituality 
of ministry. A car 
pool from St. 
Irenaeus to St. 
Michael's will be 
leaving our 
parking lot at 6 
pm. If interested 
in attending the 
meeting, please 
call the rectory at 
748-6891.  



Ministry of Care & 
Anointing of the Sick 

 
Please call the rectory if you, or 

someone you know, is unable to 
join us for Eucharist.  Our 
ministers of care visit parishioners 
at home and in the hospital or 
nursing home.  When necessary, 
arrangements can be made for the 
celebration of the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick. 

The Sacrament of Baptism 
We celebrate the sacrament of baptism 

on the fourth Sunday of each month at 
1:00 p.m.  Parents must attend a baptism 
preparation session.  These sessions are 
held on the first Tuesday of the month at 
7:00 p.m. in the Rectory.  Please call the 
rectory to make arrangements. 

 
The Sacrament of Marriage 

Couples planning to marry must call 
the rectory at least six months prior to 
their desired wedding date.  All couples 
must attend a Pre-Cana Conference. 

Monday, October 26 
 8:00 Patricia O’Connor 
   
Tuesday, October 27 
 8:00 Jim Burns req by 
  The Delehanty Family 
   
Wednesday, October 28 
St. Simon and St, Jude 
 8:00 Becie Kennedy 

 
Thursday, October 29  
 8:00  Communion Service 

 
Friday, October 30 
 8:00 Communion Service 
 
Saturday, October 31 
4:00-4:45 Reconciliation 
 5:00  Jim McCarthy req by 
  Phil McCarthy 
  
Sunday, November 1 
Halloween; Blessed Virgin Mary 
 8:30 Anna May Fischer req by 
  Ed & Mary Anne Fischer 
  Joe & Pauline Schultz req by 
  The Willford Family 
  10:30 Gloria Carreras req by 
  The Family 
  Larry Jones req by 
  Terri Cardin 

Mass Intentions 
For The Week 

Saturday, October 24    5:00 pm 
Lectors 
Sally Fortune,  Brenda Harris 
Mary Schmittgens 
Extraordinary Ministers/Eucharist 
Therese Goodrich,   
Eileen Rose,  Merle Arr 
Virginia Piechocki 
Cantor 
Cathy Williams 
Altar Servers 
Jack Osmolski,  Vincent Oganwu 
 
Sunday, October 25      8:30 am 
Lectors 
Chrys Rudnik,  Brenda Harris 
 
Extraordinary Ministers/Eucharist 
Dolly Mikolajczyk,  Laura Hennessy 
Gerry Berish,  Pat O’Connor 
Patrick McCartan,  Richard Thomas 
Cantor 
Faye Predny 
Altar Servers 
Karen Ertl,  Myles Greska   
 
Sunday, October 25    10:30 am 
Lectors 
Marilyn Bourgeois,  Arthur Bourgeois 
Bill Carreras 
Extraordinary Ministers/Eucharist 
Gary Marron,  Linda Marron 
Vincent Oganwu,  Jan Pattyn 
Connie Rice,  David Ostroski 
Cantor 
Phil Schwartz 
Altar Servers  
Kevin Headley,  Michael Rosenquistl 

Liturgical 
Ministers 

Beginning with All 
Saints and All Souls 
Days, there will be 
a  special table of 
remembrance at St. 

Joseph’s altar during the  month 
of November.  Photographs of 
family and friends 
who preceded  us 
will be honored 
throughout the 
month leading to 
Advent. 

REMEMBERING OUR 
LOVED ONES 

A Rosary for 
Deceased Loved 
Ones will be 
held on  Sunday, 
November 1 at 
2:00 pm  in the 
church. 

Housing Opportunity For Disabled 
Person And Family 

Homeless families with a physical or 
mental disability are invited to apply 
for housing assistance with Catholic 
Charities of Chicago. The Permanent 
Supportive Housing Program, which 
is administered by Catholic Charities 
for homeless families is south subur-
ban Cook County, has a vacant 
apartment unit is its scattered-site 
program. 
To qualify, a family must meet the 
following criteria; 
* Live in a shelter or on the street, 
such as in an automobile. 
* Have one or more children under 
the age of 18. 
* Suffer from a diagnosed physical 
or mental disability, which has made 
it difficult for the head of the house-
hold to hold down a job. 
St. Irenaeus Parish is referring inter-
ested homeless families to Catholic 
Charities for follow up and addi-
tional screening. If interested, please 
call the rectory at 708-748-6891 and 
leave your first name and a telephone 
number where you can be contacted. 



Welcome to St. Irenaeus Church 
78 Cherry St. 

Park Forest, IL 60466 
 Rectory Phone, 748-6891 

 
We are pleased to have you celebrate 
God’s Eucharist with us. Place this 
completed form in the offering basket. 
  
( )       I am new to this area and 
interested in joining the parish. 
( )       I would like more information 
about the parish’s _____________ 
ministry. 
 
Date________________________ 
 
Name_______________________ 
 
Address_____________________ 
 
City________________________ 
 
Phone______________________ 
 
“Humankind fully alive is God truly 
glorified.”  St. Irenaeus 

Church Stewardship 
Budget Information - 16 
 

Budget Information       $4,650.00 
 

October 18 Collection $4,198.00 
 

Thank you to the 146 families who used 
their stewardship envelopes last weekend. 
 

Money collected\envelopes  $3,632.00 
                        Loose Money $566.00 
 

Budget Year to Date   $74,400.00 
 

Actual Income Year to Date  $68,228.94 
 
 

09/10 Budget Shortage ($6,171.06) 
 

Maintenance Fund Oct. 18  $481.00 
 

Maintenance Fund YTD $8,663.00 
 

Collections Prior Fiscal Yrs. $325,363.00 
 

Total Collections $334,026.00 
 

Total Expenditures $269,616.83 

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff 
Rectory Phone:  748-6891 

Religious Education Center 
Phone: 748-7997 

 

Rev. Terry Johnson,  Administrator 
Joe & Judy McDonnell, Deacon Couple  
Deanna Martin, Lay Minister 
Robert Neal, 
Director of Music Ministry 
Terri Cardin, Parish Secretary                 
Sr. Mary Anne Yanz, O.P. 
Director of Religious Education 
 

Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com 
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org 

Hotlines: 
COURAGE 
For single mothers 
and unplanned 
pregnancies 
708-636-8001 
 

Catholic Charities  
Family Shelter 
312-655-7700 
Senior Services 
708-596-2222 
 

Crisis Center for 
South Suburbs 
708-429-7233 
 

Grief Support 
Center for New 
Beginnings 
708-985-3010 
 

So. Sub. Family 
Shelter Domestic 
Violence 
708-335-3028 
 

So. Sub. Council on 
Alcoholism and 
Substance Abuse 
708-647-3333 
 

See Pamphlet Rack in 
front entrance of 
Church for more 
references 

Need prayers? 
Call the St. Irenaeus 

Health Ministry Prayer Line 
at 747-0974 with your requests. 

Bulletin Submissions 
Articles are due by 10 AM on 
Fridays 8 days prior to publication date. 
Electronic submissions are 
preferred – email to 
stirenaeus@archchicago.org.  Please 
include “Bulletin article” in the 
subject line. Questions?  Call Terri 
Cardin at 708-748-6891 between the 
hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.  Please 
patronize the businesses who advertise 
in our parish bulletin. 

Clean Up Day Saturday, November 14th 9:00 A.M. 
 

It won’t be long before the leaves will be falling and the grounds will need all those 
leaves picked up. We need help cleaning up the grounds, men and women, boys and 
girls of all ages to become part of the clean up. You don’t have to be especially tal-
ented...just willing to do yard work. Please bring a rake or a leaf blower if you are 
able. We will have a chili lunch when we are finished. Please call the rectory 708-
748-6891 to volunteer.  

lÉâ tÜx \Çä|àxw‹ 
to visit one of our Catholic cemeteries on Sunday 

November 1, for a day of Faith, Prayer, and 

Remembrance… Cemetery Sunday celebrating 

All Souls Day 

Please join us 

Open House 10am to 3pm 

Prayer Service and Rosary 2 to 2:30pm 

For information call 708-449-6100 or visit 

www.CatholicCemeteriesChicago.org 

We look forward to celebrating with you! 

It’s about  
   Faith 
________________________ 
Pick up a 
complimentary copy of the  
  Catholic New World 
   Your Faith Resource 
The issue of October 25th 
Catholic New World will be 
available in our parish. Please pick one 
up, take it home, and read through it. You 
will have an opportunity to subscribe to 
the official Newspaper for the Archdio-
cese of  Chicago on November 1st. 
Or call 312-534-7777, or subscribe online 
www.catholicnewworld.com 


